




Adam Whitbourn 

Reimagining the Historic 

Landscape at Blarney Castle 

As head gardener at Blamoy Castle Adam Whitbourn has 

a job description that reads like the dream of every gardener. 

For fifteen years, Adam has worked alongside Sir Charles 

Colthurst to develop an estate which is a shining example of 

heritage horticulture achieved with ecological integrity. 

Adam's session was a masterclass fn letting the past 

inform the future. We saw how storm-felled trees became 

opportunities, ,,ol obsnlcles. His boardwalk through the 

Water Garden and revitalised 'Witches G�rde,, were highlights. 

a lesso,, in harnessing character and microclimate to 

great effect. 

He spoke of composting. wildflowP.r meadows, red1.1cing1 

peat .. bvt always w,th a deft touch that blended narr.:itive­

with horticultural ngour. "A garden like Blarney isn't frozen int 

time. It's alive. always evolving," he said. One couldfft help bul 

feel erwious of the seventy acres under his care. 

L•R: Ann•Marie Powell, Dr Henrlk SJOman, CMrlotto Hitchmough 
and Wendy Allen 

Question & answer session in progress 

GLOA SEMINAR REVIEW 

Ann-Marie Powell 

Bold Colours, Wild Forms, and 
Gardens that Sing 

Ann•Marie Powell's design studio has built its reputation on 

fearless planting, richly lt)yered textllres, and an unapologetic 

embrace of sustainability. In her seminar talk, she urged vs 

to let movement, messiness, and wildness take their rightful 

place in our gardens. "Perfection is overr<;1ted," she said, "but 

connection with nature is essential." She had us all nodding in 

agreement. 

What made her session especicllly memorable wasn·t 

just the exuberance of hor planting schemes bursting with 

pollinators arld paioterly flair, but the generosity with which 

she shared her design journey. With endearing candour, she 

walked us through triumphs and tribulations alike, offering 

practical insights wrapped ic) boundless enthusiasm. From her 

use of spring bulbs densely l,r,ryered between petennials (with 

a special mention for Ercmurus "which I've apparently been 

mispronouncing for years," she laughed) to her thoughtful 

suggestions for alternatives to the ever•populnr Amelanchier 

lamarckii - think Cercis. Cornus kousa. or Prunus yedoensis -

her knowledge was as deep as it was accessible, 

Her central message rnng loud and clear: sustainability isn·t 

a limitati0r); it is an invitation. Whether through reclaimed 

materials, native planting, or rewllded borders buzzing with 

l1te. she showed us that ecological responsibility can go hand• 

in•haod with bold, expressive design. 

Per'sonally, I've never encountered a speaker who radiates 

such confidence. warmth. and authenticity. Al'1n•Mane is a 

standard•bearer for a new generation of designers, and her 

creative stre!'1gth was beautifully exemplified in the Wildlife 

Garden she was commissioned to create -01 RHS Wisley. 

This was an incredible presentation both on and off stage, 

truly inspiring by a vety talented and powerful designer. 
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